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UNITED STATES ENVIRONM ENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION II I

1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

m2? ?0u3

Mr. Robert G. BumleY, Director
Virginia Departrnent of Environn:ental Quality
P.O. Box 10009
Richmond, VA 23240

The Virginia State Water Control Board (SWCB) adopted amendments to the

Commonwealth of Virginia's water quality standard regulations at its meeting on March 15,

2005. The amendments to the water Quality Standards (9 vAc 25-260 et seq.) were published in

the Virginia Register on Novemb er 2004. Virginia's Office of Attomey General certified in a

letter dated on June 16, 2005 that the above listed final amendments were adopted pursuant to

state law. The amended water quality standards and supporting materials were forwarded to the

United States Environmental Protection Agency @PA) for review in accordance with Clean

water Act (CWA) Section 303(cx2xA) on June 17, 2005. This package was received by EPA

Region III on June2l,2005'

The purpose ofthis letter is to approve the newly adopted definitions, criteria and

designated use refinements specific to waters of the Chesapeake Bay drainage basin as being

cons-istent with the requirements of the CWA and the applicable Federal regulations at 40 C.F'R.
part 131. The deSignated use regulations adopted by virginia are supported by appropriate

technjcal and scientific data and analysis, and the newly adopted criteria are protective of those

uses. See A,rnbient Waler Oualitv Criteria for Dissolved Oxygen.Water Claritv dnd Chlorophvll

a for the Chesapeake Bav and its Tidal Tributaries (EPA 903-R-03-002), Technical Suoport

D*urnent for the ldentificat,'on of Chesaoeuke Ba]' D"ripat"d Uses and Attainabilitv (EPA 903-

R-03-004), and the 2004 addenda.

Enclosure 1 to this letter lists the new and revised regulations that are being approved in

accordance wjth cwA section 303(c) and 40 cFR Part l3l. Enclosure 1 lists the Titles and

Citations ofthe sections being approved, a description of the modifications which Virginia has

made to the section, and a basis for determination of approval.

under rhe Endangered species Act (ESA), EPA has the obligation to determine if our

approval ofthese modifications to the State's water quality standard regulations will adversely

a-ffect orjeopardize threatened and endangered species and their critical habitat in Virginia. EFA

coinpleted ctnsultation with both the Chesapeake Bay Field Office of the Fish and Wildlife

service (FWS) and theNoAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NoAA Fisheries) on the
A*r.ianr \l/arc orrqlirv Crircric for Cheqeneake Bav and iis Tidal Tributaries document itself.

19103-2025



Enclosure

cc: Allan Pollack (VADEQ)

o
On January lO,zl}3,the FWS concurred with EPA's finding that EPA s recomme'nded.

d"."p""t s"y criteria are not likely to adversely affect Federally listed species in virginia

No-,c.,i Firl"riJ, concluded, on Aprii lg,2oo4, and June 3, 2005, lhat the criteria either were not

i*"iy a 
"At.*ay 

alfected FederAry fttta species, or did not jeopardize the continued existence

of FederallY listed sPecies'

EPA would like to commend the Department's water quality standards stalf for their

dilieence in completing the Commonvealth's Chesapeake Bay and Tidal Tributaries w.1ter

;;iil;;;d;w" ioor, forward to their continued best efforts to support wat€r quality

sianclards that will restore the Chesapeake Bay'

Ifyou have any questions, please feel free to contact me or have yout staflcontact Mark

D. Smith at (215) 81+3105.

o
n M. Capicasd Director

o
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